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Come
Follow Jesus

Partner with God
Serve the Community

Together

.

Worship
10:30 am

December Worship
will be in the Church Sanctuary

(Coffee Hour on December 10
will be in the church basement)



Hello Church.

December is upon us. It is time for hot cocoa with marshmallows. It is time for sending and
receiving holiday cards. It is time to think about the past year and all the ups and downs. We
will see Top 10 lists for this and that. Within a review of the year, we will be reminded of some
horrible things that took place and be warmly surprised at other events that happened.

Closer to home, may we recall that we are coming to the closing of one chapter and beginning a
new. Here at Sharon Church, we have moved from the United Methodist Church and into the
Global Methodist Church. What does this mean? The most simplistic answer is that we have
moved into a place of newness, a place that seeks a mission that will, “make disciples of Jesus
Christ who worship passionately, love extravagantly, and witness boldly.” I will speak more to
this in the New Year. With that said, our vision here at Sharon Church speaks to how we will
fulfill this mission, as we seek to call ourselves and others to Come and Follow Jesus as we
Partner with God and Serve the community together. Which has me pondering two things…

The first one seems clear; do we all agree with the forward movement? The simple answer, no. I
realize that not everyone is excited about this new direction. Know that each day I prayerfully
consider how this impacts you all. I seek repentance and reconciliation for any harm that has
been reciprocated.  May we all  seek  to  be humble servants  of  God,  and not  become mere
presenters of pious living. Rather may we strive together for holiness.

Secondly, I have been prayerfully thinking about this phrase, intentional evangelism. What is it
and how do we begin to live into it? I wonder if you would be willing to join me in prayer over
the next two months as we ponder what this phrase means and how we, as a church family, can
live  into  to  it.  I  would  suggest  that  intentional  evangelism  will  begin  in  a  place  of  deep
intentional, personal reflection on one’s own relationship with God.

I believe that God has something mighty in store for the people of Sharon Church and I look
forward to walking into that with all of you. With that said, will you join me in intentional prayer
over the next two months? Will you join me in lifting our church family and our surrounding
communities in prayer? May we seek God’s counsel on how best to be purposeful in sharing the
Gospel message, how best we will call others to come and follow Jesus, to begin a life-long
journey of partnering with God while we serve the community together.

May we grow together in our love of God, self,  and neighbor; to be a church community in
which the people we live with outside of the church building know that they are loved by God
and by we, the church.

Be a Blessing,
Pastor Tom
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